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I believe in the one and only, active and living God - the Creator and Sustainer of 

all things. God is eternal, all knowing, ever present, all powerful, loving, merciful and 
holy.  God is good and has declared all that He has created is good. God is sovereign 
and rules over all that He has created, being actively involved in the world yet remaining 
independent from it. God is one, yet exists in three persons as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. God reveals Himself through the Scriptures, the authoritative and God-breathed 
written word; through God’s creation and through His involvement in history. But God’s 
true nature of love, grace and mercy is most perfectly revealed in Jesus Christ. 

God’s finest handiwork is humanity, created male and female in His image. 
Humankind was created to worship and glorify God; to obey God’s will; to attend as 
faithful stewards to the remainder of God’s creation and to spend eternity in relationship 
with Him. Humanity brought sin into the world by rejecting God and placing ourselves in 
His place, therefore disrupting this relationship God intended. The punishment for sin is 
death - total and eternal separation from God. 

Because we are sinners we cannot be in the presence of a holy God. But God so 
loved us and has offered us the opportunity for reconciliation. God gave His Son, Jesus 
Christ, to deliver us from our sin. Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully human and fully 
divine. Although innocent He was condemned to death and crucified on the cross, that 
humanity may be redeemed from our sins. In His resurrection and ascension Jesus has 
defeated death and has forever removed from us its penalty. I know that I am a sinner, 
but my sins have been forgiven through the atoning sacrifice of Christ’s death.  My 
forgiveness comes not through my works but only through the grace of God which I 
accept through faith. 

Jesus Christ died for the sins of humankind, and God offers salvation and eternal 
life to all who have given faith through the Holy Spirit to accept His atoning work. 
Through the guiding of the Holy Spirit we come to know and love the Redeemer, Christ 
Jesus. The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin and calls us to seek forgiveness and 
repentance. Through the Spirit we become a new creation, turning away from our sinful 
past and being ever transformed into the image of Christ. 

All believers possessed of the Holy Spirit unite to form the Church of which Jesus 
Christ is the Head. The Church has the responsibility of proclaiming the Gospel, 
glorifying God, nurturing one another, serving the world, and rightly administering the 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  

In Baptism our sins are washed away, we are given new life, and are marked as 
Christ’s own forever. In the Lord’s Supper we proclaim the saving death of the risen 
Lord as we memorialize His sacrifice with the bread and the cup.  The sacraments are a 
visible sign of an invisible grace and remind us that it is through belief in Jesus that we 
have been granted forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life.  This is what I 
believe.  Amen. 
 
 


